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1. The number of indigenous soil collimonads increases upon the introduction of Absidia 
hyphae into soil. This supports the importance of mycophagy as a life history 
characteristic of collimonads (this thesis). 
 
2. Collimonads have a strong effect on the composition of functional groups of soil fungi 
whereas the effect on fungal biomass production is small (this thesis).  
 
3. A minor component of the soil bacterial community such as the genus of Collimonas 
can have a strong impact on the structure of the total fungal community in the soil 
ecosystem (this thesis).  
 
4. Collimonads have great potential as biocontrol agents of soil borne plant pathogenic 
fungi (this thesis). 
 
5. Most of earth's biodiversity is invisible.  
 
6. We are still at the very beginning of a golden age of biodiversity discovery, driven 
largely by advances in molecular biology and a new open-mindset about where life might 
be found.  
 
7. Modern technology is very attractive to microbial ecologists. However, because of 
complex molecular data matrices, good statistical skills and an attitude perfecting data 
analysis are important in order to prevent unjustified conclusions to understand microbial 
communities in soil. 
 
8. Studying microbial communities in vitro systems may help to create appropriate 
research hypotheses but it is not the fastest way to increase our understanding of the real 
world.  
 
9. Balanced problem solving is the road to success as top-down thinking delivers a 
complete set of possibilities while bottom-up techniques help in selecting the most 
important ones. 
 
10. Quality of scientific results increase by collaboration which is focused on group 
success. 
 
11. Chances to make scientific discoveries are favored by a prepared happy mind. 
  
12. Diligence is the mother of success. 
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